[Stab and gunshot thoracoabdominal injuries].
The authors give an account of their experience with the treatment of punctures and gunshot injuries of the chest and abdomen in 43 patients hospitalized at the Surgical Clinic of the Third Medical Faculty, Charles University Prague 10 between 1989 and 1992. Injuries of the chest were recorded 15 times, abdominal injuries in 25 patients and concurrent injuries of the chest and abdomen in three patients. To ensure treatment of penetrating injuries the authors present an algorithm which comprises differentiated care as well as some non-interventional diagnostic methods (ultrasonography, computed tomography). Based on analysis of their own results and data in the literature, the authors recommend in casualties with penetrating chest injuries and abdominal injuries early indicated surgical revision which alone ensures adequate treatment with minimal diagnostic errors. They also draw attention to the necessity to ensure effective first aid and rapid transport of casualties to prevent the development of irreversible changes as a result of haemorrhage, as observed in a single patient who died after a piercing heart injury.